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2020 started with hope and anticipation 
of a year filled with new opportunities for 
ministry. The Family Baptism Retreat at Good 
Earth Village in February was a wonderful 
time of sharing and support for our young 
families. Then spring rolled around, and 
with it came a new season in everyone’s 
lives, filled with unprecedented worries and 
concerns. However, despite all the challenges 
associated with the pandemic, our faith never 
faltered. “For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.” Jeremiah 29:11.

Worship moved quickly to online services, 
providing us with a new way to share in 
worship and prayer. Although our Sunday 
coffee/fellowship is not in-person, it 
continues to be a place of sharing, support, 
and laughter! Bible and book studies have 
also moved online. 

By continuing to gather virtually, we strive 
to safeguard our members, their families, 
and our community from exposure to the 

virus. But more than this, we have chosen to 
go this direction because of our theological 
convictions. As Jesus tells his disciples, “If 
any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me.” (Matthew 16:24) The way of the 
cross involves giving up what we want, for the 
sake of our neighbors. While we may want to 
be gathering in-person, we have chosen to 
continue gathering virtually, for the sake of 
our neighbors.

Because of this, we have discovered new 
and exciting ways to serve our congregation 
and community! Members have made 
countless masks for Samaritan Bethany staff 
and residents, the Family Ministry Team has 
been providing Faith at Home activity kits to 
engage our young families in faith formation, 
and we have found joy in the beauty of 
flowers! All of these opportunities, new and 
old, have helped us recognize that what we 
need most during this time is to be connected 
with each other, which is why our stewardship 
appeal for 2021 is Connecting Faith with Life.

PLEASE PRAY

Please pray for our congregation and 
our ministry. While in-person worship 
has been suspended, the ministry of our 
church has strengthened and embraced 
the opportunity to serve our members 
and community in new and exciting ways. 
We ask that you prayerfully consider your 
response to the 2021 Stewardship appeal.

Please be prepared to complete your 
Statement of Intent card by November 
15th. You can:
n mail your intent card to the church 

office
n drop it off during the open office hours 

on Wednesday from 9-11 am
n respond online on our website
n bring it on Sunday, November 15th to 

our drive-through celebration!

Thank you for being part of our welcoming 
and caring congregation and for all you do 
to bring our ministry to others.

“We are called to proclaim God’s love and 
grace through Christ as we relate to each 
other and the world.”
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As you look over the chart reflecting the 
current level of giving, you may ask yourself the 
following questions:

n How does my giving level reflect the new 
challenges and opportunities our congregation is 
rising to meet?

n How does my offering express my gratitude to 
God for all the gifts I receive?

n Others may be experiencing financial hardships 
this year; how much more could I give?

Method of Giving in 2020
n Number of Givers using Simply Giving - 49

n Number of Givers using Website Online 
Giving - 14 (some giving multiple times) 

n Number of Givers using Church Envelopes - 94

APPEAL GOAL
MAINTAIN THE SAME LEVEL OF GIVING

AFFIRM AND CLAIM OUR FAMILIES, HOWEVER 
THEY ARE DEFINED 
n Develop a Connection Ministry between members of the congregation to promote social 

interaction, foster intergenerational faith formation, and build community.
n Support members who would benefit from regular visits, plants/flowers, and transportation 

to church-based drive-through activities.
n Organize transportation for those without family support to medical appointments, the 

grocery store, and other errands.

EMBRACE INTERGENERATIONAL FAITH FORMATION AND INNOVATIVE MINISTRIES 
SUSTAIN MINISTRY EXCELLENCE
n Continue to develop the online worship services, with the necessary equipment, music 

licensing, editing, and expertise to sustain this as a long-term worship option.
n Support and maintain staff by providing adequate compensation and benefits, educational 

resources, and equipment.
n Provide a supply of individual, disposable communion elements for drive-in communion 

services.
n Provide mailings to share updates and new information with members who do not have 

access to computer communication/social media.
n Actively engage our youngest members by creating and distributing Faith at Home activities 

for younger children, and utilize online tools to foster connections. 

NURTURE, EQUIP AND INVITE PEOPLE TO SHARE THEIR GIFTS AND TALENTS
n Engage church members to participate in worship through music and sermon conversations. 

PROFESS OUR FAITH THROUGH SERVING THOSE IN NEED
n Use Good Samaritan fund to reimburse additional expenses of calling in to zoom worship 

services or other unexpected expenses.
n Sustain and support every-member visits by pastors to foster interpersonal connections with 

the congregation.

NUMBER OF CURRENT GIVERS 171

PLANS FOR 2021 
Connecting Faith with Life

MINISTRY PRIORITIES
Living into our Core Values, we will focus our 
stewardship on the following priorities:

We appreciate that some in our congregation have suffered financial insecurity associated with job 
loss or temporary furloughs. In addition, many are feeling overwhelmed, faced with supporting their 
children’s schooling at home, other changes in family dynamics, and dealing with the uncertainty 
of the ongoing pandemic. With these concerns in mind, our financial goal for the 2021 stewardship 
appeal is for us to maintain the same level of giving, if we are able to, as we gave in 2020.


